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HIGH HALL FARM QUESTIONS FROM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 21 MAY 2018 

 
Residents’ of Badgall, 
 
As discussed at the Annual Parish Meating (APM) on Monday 21st May 18, I have now had 
a meeting with Mr Heywood, the new owner of High Hall Farm and who is also dairy farming 
at Trenault Farm, Pipers Pool. I have also spoken to Mr Peter Statton, who farms Fennel 
Farm in Badgall and whose family have leased fields in Badgall to Mr Heywood for his dairy 
farm needs at High Hall. 
 
Mr Heywood wants to be a good farmer-neighbour. The plan for High Hall is to replicate the 
set up he has at Trenault: that is a Dairy Farm with a herd of 300 dairy cattle which are out 
to grass as much as possible using a well-managed "paddock" system of grazing. The 
winter cattle sheds will be roofed over to prevent rain mixing with dung and creating a larger 
than necessary volume of slurry. The sheds have a “Slurry Pit” that will have a capacity to 
hold 6 to 7 months worth of slurry.  
 
I put the questions that were raised at the APM to Mr Heywood, and his responses were; 
 

1. How often will slurry spreading take place? – Once or twice a year. This will be 
dependent on the volume in the slurry pit at High Hall Farm but the aim is to be 
spreading in the Spring and again in the Autumn if needed. Because the land will be 
used for “grazing” the need to be slurry spreading will not be as intense. The 
spreading will be over a 4 to 5 day period and will be conducted around Badgall 
during the day and early evening. Any night time spreading will be in the fields closer 
to High Hall Farm. 
 

2. Method of spreading? – Mr Heywood points out that cow slurry is organic manure, 
using it efficiently enables him to greatly reduce the amount of artificial fertiliser he 
uses.  
 
For this year, 2018 during the summer there will still be a need to fertilise using 
“Tractors & Tankers” bringing slurry from Trenault but this will be less than in 
previous years. 
 
 From 2019, Mr Heywood is planning to use a surface laid pipe to spread the slurry. 
This will run from the High Hall farm Slurry Pit to a tractor in the fields, this will be 
towing other pipes that the slurry will pass through and then end up being spread in 
the fields. This method will also be used on all fields, including those located on the 
other side of the road. To do these fields a temporary gantry will be erected for the 
pipe to pass over the road. Once used, the gantry will be taken away. Using the Pipe 
Method means that there will be less use of tractors on the local roads to move 
slurry. Mr Heywood does have a few fields in Tresmeer that will need to be fertilised 
using tractors, but this will not be at the same volume that he has had to use to date. 
Mr Heywood also explained that prior to the new slurry pit being constructed he had 
to bring the slurry from Trenault Farm to High Hall in order to fertilise the land; this 
will now not be required from 2019. Again this will dramatically reduce the amount of 
tractor movement with slurry tankers on the local roads. 



 
 

3. Will spreading occur when it is raining? – No, the slurry pit will be of sufficient 
volume that a period of dry weather can be chosen to conduct the Spring spreading. 
Mr Heywood is aware of runoff and that it is an “Environment Agency Offence” to 
cause slurry runoff when spreading, because of this spreading will not be conducted 
when it’s raining or if heavy rain is predicted in the days after. 
 

4. Affects on the water course? – Mr Heywood is very aware of the environmental 
responsibilities that he has when spreading. He has a plan of the land that indicates 
the water course danger areas that he must not spread within 10 meters of. Mr 
Heywood has also indicated that if anyone has a “Water Well” that they draw from 
that they should bring it to his attention as he must not spread within 50 meters of 
this. 
 

5. Silage collection and noise? – I thanked Mr Haywood for passing onto his 
Contractor our request that when collecting “Silage” that they start from the eastern 
(Tregear) end of Badgall thus avoiding the need for tractors to be driving through the 
village late at night. This year’s collection (this week), went very well with minimal 
disturbance. Mr Haywood explained that last year (2017) the reason why the 
collection went on late into the night was because the Contractor arrived late and 
had a breakdown with some key equipment, the operation then had to keep going 
during the night as rain was forecast for the next few days. This was not planned and 
Mr Heywood does not want to repeat it. The aim is to cut early in the week and for 
the collections to be completed by the weekend.  

 
Mr Heywood also explained that, though he originally farmed on the Hartland Peninsular, he 
has no link with the intensive beef-rearing operations there (which are causing the 
complaints and which are behind the campaign, "too much slurry"). 
 
Mr Heywood has also indicated that he is willing to discuss any concerns individuals may 
have about the modern farming practices he follows (in compliance with the proper licensing 
requirements demanded by his milk purchaser, Dairy Crest). 
 
Hopefully this information will answer the questions that you have, but if you do need further 
information then as stated above Mr Heywood is more than willing to discuss them with you. 
 
Yours 
 

Danny 
 
 
Cllr Danny Simmons 
Chairman of Laneast Parish Council 
 


